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NOTES ON CURRENT LEGISLATION. 

EDITED BY HORACE E. FLACK. 

Board of Public Affairs. The Wisconsin legislature, in its last 
session, enacted a law providing for a Board of Public Affairs, to 
consist of the governor, secretary of state, chairman of the finance 
committees of the senate and the assembly, and three other persons 
who are to be appointed by the governor; and who shall not be mem- 
bers of the faculty of the University of Wisconsin. The governor, who 
is chairman of the board, has the power to fill vacancies among the 
appointed members and to remove them from office for inefficiency, 
neglect of duty, and malfeasance in office. 

No member of the board is to receive compensation, although his 
necessary traveling expenses are allowed. The body may appoint 
a secretary and such experts and other employees as it may deem 
necessary. 

The board is to have such supervision of every public body as 
seems necessary in order to secure uniformity and accuracy in the 
accounts kept by these bodies; and it may require for this purpose 
the production of books, papers, and accounts, documents and testi- 
mony. 

Subpoenas issued by this board may be enforced by the circuit 
courts of any county, or the judge thereof, as if they had been issued 
by the court itself. A clause inserted makes it obligatory for every 
public body to afford the board free access at any time to its accounts, 
books, and records, and to permit it to secure evidence and information 
from any employee, on any subject connected with the records of that 
body. The duties of the board are stated as follows : 

"(1). To investigate the materials and resources of the state and 
to promote their greatest use and highest development, especially 
through home and farm ownership, cooperation, publicity, immigra- 
tion, and settlement; to investigate the cost and standards of living 
within the state; the difference between the amounts which producers 
and dealers within and without the state receive for their products 
and the amounts which consumers pay therefor; and the measures 
that may be adopted to reduce this difference, and to provide for 
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more economic distribution of products and commodities. (2). To 
coordinate by mutual agreement with the several public bodies, their 
investigations, and to provide for such additional investigations as 
may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this section. (3). To 
cooperate with agencies of the federal government and of other 
governments and with voluntary associations having for their object 
the investigation and development of the resources, markets, indus- 
tries, and opportunities of the state and of the various sections and 
communities therein. (4). To publish such reports and to make 
such recommendations to the legislature as may be advisable in 
carrying out the duties of the board. " 

It is made the duty of the governor, as chairman of the board, 
to appear in person before a joint session of the legislature, at noon, 
on the first Tuesday in February, 1913, and at noon each legislative 
day thereafter until such joint session shall adjourn, and to there 
answer questions submitted not less than three days before by any 
member of the legislature regarding the Board of Public Affairs and 
its work. 

For the purposes of this law the term "public body" is denned as 
follows: "The phrase 'public body' shall mean and include every 
incumbent of any office or position under the constitution or laws of 
this state; every department, commission or board in which any such 
incumbent is employed as such: and every officer, office, department, 
commission, board, or institution, the conduct or operation of which 
involves the receipt, expenditure or handling of any state funds or 
property." The term "accounts" shall mean all accounts, records 
and reports relating to the jurisprudence of any public body. 

Lorian P. Jefferson. 

Cold Storage. Under the new Indiana law regulating cold storage 
warehouses, all food products placed in cold storage must bear a tag 
showing the date of entry and on removal, a similar tag showing date 
of departure, except when such articles become objects of interstate 
commerce. Food products offered for sale in the state which, how- 
ever, have been in cold storage outside of the state must bear the 
tags required for products whose storage took place in the state. 
The time limit for storage in Indiana is placed at nine months, the 
state board of health to decide on the condition of food which has 
been in storage for a longer period. Sales of articles, the tags of which 
have been altered or destroyed, are unlawful. Storage eggs must 



